
THE CONSULTATION PROCESS:
HOW TO RESPOND

Responding

We are inviting responses to this consultation paper by 25 October 2010. Please send your response and
completed Respondent Information Form (RIF) to speakup@scotland.gsi.gov.uk using the Acrobat PDF
format of the questionnaire and RIF which can be downloaded from
www.scotland.gov.uk/consultations/current

or write to us at:

The Speak Up Consultation Team
Scottish Government 
C Spur, Saughton House
Broomhouse Drive
Edinburgh
EH11 3XD

Handling your response

We need to know how you wish your response to be handled and, in particular, whether you are happy for
your response to be made public. Please complete and return the attached Respondent Information Form as
this will ensure that we treat your response appropriately. If you ask for your response not to be published we
will regard it as confidential, and we will treat it accordingly.

All respondents should be aware that the Scottish Government is subject to the provisions of the Freedom of
Information (Scotland) Act 2002 and would therefore have to consider any request made to it under the Act
for information relating to responses made to this consultation exercise.

Publishing responses

Where respondents have given permission for their response to be made public and after we have checked
that they contain no potentially defamatory material, responses will be made available to the public within 
6 weeks of the close of the consultation, on the Scottish Government consultation web pages
www.scotland.gov.uk/consultations/current and in the Scottish Government Library. You can make
arrangements to view responses by contacting the SG Library on 0131 244 4552. Responses can be copied
and sent to you, but a charge may be made for this service.

What happens next?

Following the closing date, all responses will be analysed and considered along with any other available
evidence. We aim to publish an Analysis Report on the consultative response in December 2010.



Please Note: This form must be returned with your response 
to ensure that we handle your response appropriately.

1. Name/Organisation

Please tick as appropriateMsMr Mrs Miss Dr

Surname

Forename

Postcode

I am responding as...
Individual

OFFICE USE ONLY

DATE RECEIVED

RIFv1.7(12/07

(a) Do you agree to your reponse being made available to the public (in
the Scottish Government library and/or on the Scottish Government
website)? Please tick as appropriate

(b) Where confidentiality is not requested, we will make your response
available to the public on the following basis

Yes, make my response, name and address all available

Yes, make my response available, but not my name and address

Yes, make my response and name available, but not my address

(d) We will share your response internally with other Scottish Government policy teams who may be addressing the issues you discuss.
They may wish to contact you again in the future, but we require your permission to do so. Are you content for the Scottish
Government to contact you again in relation to this consultation exercise?

Please tick as appropriate

Group/Organisation

Phone Email

2. Postal Address

3. Permissions

RESPONDENT INFORMATION FORM

Title

or

or

(c) The name and address of your organisation will be made available
to the public (in the Scottish Government library and/or on the
Scottish Government website).

Are you content for your response to be made available?

Please tick as appropriate

Yes No

Please tick as appropriate

CSU USE ONLY

(Please complete in BLACK ink 
and in BLOCK CAPITALS)

Please tick ONE of the following boxes

Yes No

Yes No



QUESTIONS
“Speak Up for Rural Scotland” sets out the Rural Development Council’s
views on how rural Scotland can prosper and contribute to the nation’s 
sustainable economic growth. The following questions are intended to 
identify from the range of Step Changes suggested by the Council, which 
of them you support; which ones you would give priority to; and where you
think gaps are. We are happy to hear from you in any format, so please do
not feel limited by the space available in this Questionnaire. In the web
version the response boxes will expand to accommodate additional text.
Your time in completing the Questionnaire is very much appreciated. Your
opinion will help us shape future policy directions.

1. Does the Council’s advice as set out in the section “Step Changes for Rural Scotland”, cover 
all of the main issues relevant to economic growth in rural Scotland?

Yes No

If not, why not?

2. Which of  the Council’s Step Changes would you rank as the most important and why?  
Please select no more than ten.



3. Do you have any further Step Changes that you would like to propose?

Yes No

If you do, what are they?

4. Do you have any suggestions on how the Step Changes could be implemented?

5. Having read “Speak Up for Rural Scotland”, what more do you feel you could do in your
local area to support the local economy and/or your community? 

6. Please provide any other comments that you would like to make about any aspect of
“Speak Up for Rural Scotland”.
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	Title: Yes
	Name: Timber Transport Forum
	Surname: Stiven
	Address: 59 George Street, Edinburgh

	Forename: Roland
	Postcode: EH2 2JG
	Phone: 0131 2401418
	Email: roland.stiven@confor.org.uk
	response type: Yes
	available: Off
	confidential: Off
	web available: Yes
	policy available: Yes
	main issues covered: Yes
	Question 2: 
	Question 1: The Timber Transport Forum believes that the Council's advice underplays both the contribution of commercial forestry to rural economic development and the infrastructure constraints to freight haulage, particularly timber haulage in rural areas.  The Step Changes look for 'enterprises to play their part in the road to success'.  Unfortunately the condition of the minor rural road network is now a serious constraint to the  ongoing management and expansion of commercial forestry. 
	step changes: Yes
	Question 3: Commercial plantations make up nearly all of the 17% of Scotland's land area that is covered in forests. Each year around 300,000 lorry loads of sustainably grown logs are transported from Scottish forests to sawmills, board, pulp and paper mills for processing and value-adding manufacturing. Small round wood is providing biomass fuel in the form of woodchips and pellets to feed renewable energy plants which are being planned and built throughout Scotland. 
The carbon sequestration of growing forests and the manufacturing of low-carbon materials from timber is contributing to the reduction in Scotland’s greenhouse gas emissions while providing stable employment and economic activity in rural areas.
The active management of commercial forest areas also provides many of the outdoor recreational benefits so vital to the tourism industry .
While the forest and timber industries make major contributions to the rural economy and environment, they rely on being able to transport logs from the forest to the modern efficient processing industries in rural towns.   The minor roads that lead up the glens to the forests date from an earlier era and were never built for heavy haulage. In the intervening years, while the forests have grown and expanded, the minor road network has not evolved.  As a result timber haulage can impact on both the fabric of the roads and on the communities that share this infrastructure.
The amount of home-grown wood will increase by almost half as much again over the next decade but the resources available to maintain and improve the road network are under severe pressure and the condition of the roads is declining.
The Timber Transport Forum has led the way in just the sort of collaboration espoused by the Step Changes, establishing regional timber transport groups – rural partnerships of foresters, timber processors, local authorities and rural hauliers – to seek solutions and to prioritise the allocation of the available resources.  Agreed Routes Maps have been prepared for timber haulage and rural hauliers are investing in modern lower impact vehicles with improved design and low ground pressure technologies that can help minimise damage to the roads. Where appropriate, in-forest haul routes have been built to take heavy traffic off sections of fragile roads.  Haulage by rail and coastal shipping is also being encouraged. 
The Scottish Government is currently contributing around £5m/yr to the Strategic Timber Transport Fund to support this process. The Timber Transport Forum believes this funding is vital and should be continued in the coming years.
There remain immediate challenges to maintaining the freight capacity of rural roads which have suffered from the severe winter of 2009/10.  We also need to invest in robust, fit-for-purpose public roads and upgraded harbour and rural rail freight infrastructure that can support active land management such as commercial forestry throughout rural Scotland. 
Scotland’s commercial forests are the result of a century of innovation and hard work by rural communities. If the benefits are to be fully realised, we believe that central and local government must continue to work with the forest and timber industries to ensure there are sufficient resources to support the timber freight needs of rural Scotland.

	Question 4: see 3
	Question 5: 
	Question 6: 


