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Woodland Cover (9.7) say 10%:

 Broadleaved 38%: broadleaved, 
mixed mainly broadleaved, coppice 
and coppice with standards. 

 Conifer 34%: conifer and mixed 
mainly conifer.

 Other 28%: assumed woodland, 
failed, felled, ground prep, low 
density, shrub, windblow, young 
trees.
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Woodland Creation plenty of low risk land ~
760,000ha and:

 Good grant aid available especially via 
the England Woodland Creation Offer
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Woodland Creation plenty of low risk 
land ~ 760,000ha and:

 Good grant aid especially the 
England Woodland Creation 
Offer

 and Woodland Creation Partners
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Woodland Creation plenty of (low risk) 
potential 760,000ha but please 
consider future harvesting and 
transport:

 Think about the proximity to 
nearest suitable road.

 New roads ~ consider 
limitations on putting in new 
roads across priority habitats, 
deep peat or other sensitive areas.

 The public ~ communities NE 
Cumbria Forestry Investment Zone 
findings…

Forestry in 
Northern England
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Timber transport: Considering the 
implications of woodland creation.

 In every public consultation event during 
the FIZ Pilot programme, timber transport 
was raised by the community or parish 
involved

 Communities instantly equated woodland 
creation with an increase in wagon 
movements

 Following South Scotland’s lead, the Pilot 
explored how we could address these 
concerns and build mitigation measures 
into woodland creation planning
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Timber transport: Considering the implications of 
woodland creation.

 Working with CUMBRIA Highways and Transport we 
agreed a consultation proforma/aide memoire that 
should be considered and completed to liaise 
directly with Cumbria Highways and Transport.

 This pro forma provides all the necessary links, 
information, and procedures you should consider 
when planning a new woodland.



Timber Freight Partnerships 



Temporary infrastructure Innovation Fund
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 Lack of vehicular access is often a constraint on operations 
designed to improve the condition of neglected, under 
managed or degraded woodland. 

 The installation of permanent vehicular access 
infrastructure, for which existing grant aid may be available, 
is frequently prohibitively uneconomic

 It has been suggested that the development of novel 
techniques or temporary roading systems suitable for 
woodland situations, materials and machinery may be 
needed. 

 Applications must be submitted by 23.55 on 9 May 2022

In 2022/23, up to £500K will be made available through the 
Temporary Infrastructure Innovation Fund to support innovative 
project work. Proposals must have a minimum total cost of 
£20K up to a maximum of £100K in any given financial year.

Find out how you can apply for funding to test your innovative 
idea for using temporary roading, bridges, log chutes and other 
equipment to access and improve hard to reach vulnerable 
woodlands.
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Timber transport & Tree Health Biosecurity

 To stop the spread of disease please consider:
 Personal biosecurity  - cleaning boots 
 Clean timber lorries before loading
 Remove debris before dispatch
 Sweep timber lorries down after unloading
 Removing debris and washing off soil and vegetation 

from harvesting equipment before moving sites

 Please also consider:
 Timber Transport Code of Practice
 UK Forest Standard Forest and Water Guidelines

 Phytophthora Pluvialis ~ demarcated areas

https://timbertransportforum.org.uk/5th-edition-road-haulage-of-round-timber-code-of-practice/


Forestry England
• Kevin May



Forestry in the North – Forestry England

GB Timber Transport Forum Conference 2022

Kevin May – Forest Management Director 
North England Forest District



Our vision: 

Forestry England puts sustainability at the heart of the nation’s 
forests and all we do. The valuable benefits delivered by the 
nation’s forests are secure and resilient due to our environmental 
and financial sustainability.

GB Timber Transport Forum Conference 2022



• Fundamental 
management input is 
timber harvesting

• Supporting how our 
forests have evolved

• Commercially 
underpinning all our 
activities

Timber Supply Chains – the golden thread to sustainable 
forest management

GB Timber Transport Forum Conference 2022







District Context
Land - 86,000 ha 

GB Timber Transport Forum Conference 2022

Wooded                   61,000 ha 
Open habitat          25,000 ha
PAWS                          2,939 ha
ASNW                            515 ha
SSSI’s (45)                10,000 ha

Timber production 550,000M3

Visitors                       2  million







• 550,000 M3 pa

• 50% Standing sale

• 50% Direct Production
• 50:50 contract/FC
• FC run three harvesting units 
(harvester/forwarder)

• 90% Clearfell

• Restock programme 800ha
• 3 million trees

Operational Programmes – North England

GB Timber Transport Forum Conference 2022
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Rushy Knowe – Kielder 120ha new productive woodland

GB Timber Transport Forum Conference 2022
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• Hen harriers, Ospreys, Red kites, Water 
voles, Red squirrels, Pine martens

• 36% within National Parks and AONB

• 29,513ha in the Lake District and 
Northumberland National Parks

• 1,786ha of woodland are located in the 
Bowland and Arnside & Silverdale AONBs

• 45 SSSIs totalling over 10,000 ha

• 201 Scheduled Monuments

• 45 Listed Buildings

Protected Landscapes and Biodiversity in North England

GB Timber Transport Forum Conference 2022
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• 98% of area open to public 
access (legal or permitted)
• > 2 million visits pa

• Focussed on 5 Visitor Hubs

• Grizedale
• Whinlatter
• Gisburn
• Kielder
• Hamsterley

Health and Wellbeing

GB Timber Transport Forum Conference 2022
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