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Maintaining the Forest Infrastructure   
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Protecting the Users

Protecting the Environment

Protecting the Investment
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When Things go Wrong…
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Key Principles 1

• Plan the operation carefully. It will pay you back.

• Keep forestry operations in the forest where possible

• Keep extraction points close to stacking areas

• Construct proper ramps and access points

• Provide adequate space for roadside facilities

• Work closely with the people who will use the engineering 
works to ensure that they fit their requirements
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Key Principles 2

• Provide stacking and loading areas on flat ground 
remembering room for deploying jack legs

• Provide passing places and safe turning areas

• Provide spaces for trailers, contractors vehicles and storage 

• Don’t forget welfare facilities

• Protect and manage water and be prepared to stop work

• Provide maintenance resources
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“Regulation & Water”

• Protect the environment

• Seek professional advice

• Get the necessary approvals

• Protect water supplies

• Manage run-off

• Don’t block drains with timber 
stacks

• Keep fuels and oils away from 
roadside drains

• Have spill kits available at all 
times
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“Keeping Forestry in the Forest”

• Forwarder stacking from forest built track onto roadside

• Ensure stack heights are safe for hauliers

• Ensure stacks are close enough to road

• Inspect stacks from road and maintain stability
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“Forwarders & Roads”

• Protect the shoulders of the 
road

• Armour crossing points

• Can machines work without 
traction aids?

• Reduce the distance 
forwarders are running on 
the road

• Keep haulage uplift moving

• More frequent grading and 
maintenance required
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“Stacking Areas”

• Construct adequate 
stacking facilities

• Liaise with the contractor 
first where possible

• Involve the hauliers

• Provide more space than 
you think is necessary

• It is more difficult to 
upgrade facilities once 
work commences
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“Forwarder Ramps”

• Liaise with the 
contractor

• Align to road as much as 
possible

• Avoid 90° bends onto 
road at all times

• Design to shed mud and 
water before it gets onto 
the road

• If practical use to take 
forwarder from/to low 
loader
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“Provide Adequate Space for Facilities”

• Engineering infrastructure 
must be appropriate for the 
scale of the operation

• Adequate space must be 
provided for any facilities

• Don’t park in the turning areas

• Keep people away from heavy 
machinery

• Maintain good visibility and 
avoid “shared” spaces.
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“Planned Spaces vs Unplanned developments”
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“Once it starts…it starts!”
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“Smaller Harvesting Jobs”

• Plan the operation carefully

• Consult with hauliers

• Can the vehicles use the 
facility safely

• Is the facility well drained 
firm and level

• Can the area be repaired 
and graded during & 
following operations
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Thank You

Acknowledgment: Thanks to J. Fryer for providing library pictures 


