
Timber Transport:
Different Perspectives.  Shared Solutions.
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Getting from A…
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Ensuring that the industry can access and market the resource sustainably, 
while seeking to reduce the impacts of timber transport on the public road 
network, local communities and the environment

The challenge…

Transporting around 10 million tonnes of timber to market each year by the 
mid-2030s over a rural road network which dates from an earlier era and is 
not always well-suited to the demands of modern haulage vehicles

If moved entirely by timber lorry: 
around 400,000 loads



 Residents

 School buses

 Pedestrians 

 Cyclists

 Horse riders

 Farmers

 Oil tankers

 Amazon deliveries

 Tourists 

 Wildlife…

Sharing…



Different Perspectives…
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Take the Agreed Routes Map…

Not a legal requirement…

Voluntary.  Advisory.  Widely adopted.

Agreed Route

Consultation Route

Severely Restricted Route

Excluded Route

The Agreed Routes Map (ARM)
Voluntary route classifications for timber transport

… a shared good-practice approach















Engaging with stakeholders…



Perception matters…

Could you find out more about this story … 
if there are any local groups protesting 

about the haulage of timber through 
their villages and narrow unsuitable 

roads.

We talk a lot on this page about the 
breathtaking arrogance of the 

Scottish Forestry Industry who 
consistently act like they can do 

whatever they want.

‘unscrupulous industry’  

‘allowed to damage’

‘do not liaise with 
local communities’

‘a law unto themselves’



Shared Solutions…



One message.  Different audiences…





- Is permission needed for timber lorries to drive on public roads as they’re so big?- What is the industry doing to reduce its impact on local roads and communities?- What the Forum Doesn’t Do









Looking into the future…

Considering timber 
transport

20+ years before the 
first lorry moves







Better tools…

…but still just 
conversations…
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