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The 20th century was a period of unprecedented tree 
planting

Transport between forests and processors was 
becoming a major limitation to delivering growth

Social and environmental impacts of haulage 
increasing 

Strategic Timber Transport Fund - 2005
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“To facilitate the sustainable transport of timber in rural 
areas of Scotland for the benefit of local communities and 
the environment, maximising the value of monies available 
through innovative Regionally and Nationally Strategic 
projects and partnerships.”
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TimberLINK:
Modal shift initiative:
>75,000 tonnes diverted

Annually: 
Avoids 4,000 lorries travelling 1 
million miles which would have 
generated 1,700 tonnes co2eq.  

Since 2000:
2.3 million tonnes, 102,000 lorries, 23 
million miles, 45,000 tonnes co2eq. 



Scottish Forestry is the Scottish Government agency responsible for forestry policy, support and regulation
Is e Coilltearachd na h-Alba a’ bhuidheann-ghnìomha aig Riaghaltas na h-Alba a tha an urra ri poileasaidh,
taic agus riaghladh do choilltearachd forestry.gov.scot
Scottish Forestry is the Scottish Government agency responsible for forestry policy, support and regulation
Is e Coilltearachd na h-Alba a’ bhuidheann-ghnìomha aig Riaghaltas na h-Alba a tha an urra ri poileasaidh,
taic agus riaghladh do choilltearachd

forestry.gov.scot

Project Officers 
Maintain and strengthen partnership working at 
national, regional and local levels

Facilitate effective communication, consultation 
and coordination to avoid or reduce issues 
across local, regional and national levels

Act as a critical liaison between the forest 
industry and communities to encourage 
understanding of purpose and needs

Enable collaboration towards common goals 
and positive outcomes.
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1 Area, 330 Complaints 

Using excluded route

Using weight limited bridge

Damage to property

Readside felling

FOI

Roadside loading

No consultation with local authority

Not following ARM

Concerns over poor strapping

Concerns from Community Council

New access no permissions

Councillor/MSP queries

Disgruntled public
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Strategic Timber Transport 
Scheme 

33 rounds 

630 applications 

435 projects supported 

£69 million awards 

£128 million total spend 

115 million tonnes 
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£1.1 Billion GVA       34,000 Jobs         14% emissions 

100% haulage dependent!
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EV-TimHaul:

3-year pilot exploring operationalisation of 
two Volvo FH Electric  

Year 2: 
82,213 miles and 165 tonnes of CO₂e 
avoided, with operators and drivers 
reporting performance that met or 
exceeded expectations.

Year 3:
December
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The WaterHorse 
Restoration of native 
Caledonian forest at Loch 
Arkaig 

John Deere 1210G forwarder 

8,791 litres HVO

2,800 kg of CO2e (90%)
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Conclusions: 
The future is bright
The future is forestry 
The future is us 

Thankyou!
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