
Highland Perspective:
20 years of Road, Rail and Sea
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Flow Country
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REHABILITATION OF ROADS ON PEAT

Reinforcement of surfacing layers

Steel grid
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Timber Transport Management Plans
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Timber on Rail- a knotty problem

1990s Pre-rail privatisation Speedlink network  
Huntly, Keith, Elgin, Crianlarich, Arrochar, 
Inverness, Inverurie, Fort William
1995 Renewed interest from privatised EWS 
2001-3 Kinbrace lineside loading. Infrastructure 
funded by ERDF and partners Railtrack, THC, EWS 
with help from James Jones and Norbord but 
performance, reliability issues
2006 Colas Scottish roundwood to Chirk 
Workington newly converted wagons
2010 on - various sites investigated in Helmsdale 
Strath and Altnabreac as solution to large 
resource poorly served by roads
2012 Ferguson 45’ containers for sawn timber ex 
Corpach loaded to rail at Grangemouth for 
Daventry
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Timber by Rail- a knotty problem 2

• 2013 Norbord backloads OSB in Tesco 
containers.. Norbord rail re-connection 
feasibility

• 2016 Rannoch Barracks lineside loading 
feasibility work, Corpach potential

• 2020 Georgemas-Inverness for Norbord trials- 
wagons suboptimal

• 2021 Planning permission applied for by 
HITRANS at Altnabreac

• 2026 West Fraser terminal opens
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Sea
Fixed facility
1: Scrabster
2. Kinlochbervie
3. Kyle of Lochalsh
4. Invergordon
5 Inverness
6. Corpach
7. Lochaline

Floating Piers
8: Drimnin
9. Gorteon
10: Glen Etive
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Major Increase in Sea Transport 
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Floating Piers
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Drimnin
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STTS Support 

THC has completed 78 road improvement projects totalling £31 million 
invested with £18 million support from STTS. 

Total investment by type was £3.77M (12%) in forest, £26M (82%) 
Public Roads, £0.37M (1.1%) Winter Repairs and £1.2M (4%) modal 
shift (sea and rail). 

These projects have collectively reduced the impacts of /promoted 
more sustainable transport for 13.2 million tonnes of timber. 

The Future? 
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